Percutaneous catheter drainage of abdominal abscesses.
Eleven patients with 12 abdominal abscesses underwent percutaneous insertion of tube drains into the abscess cavities under radiographic control. Once inserted the catheters were managed in the same way as surgically placed drains. Broad-spectrum antibiotic cover was provided. Of the abscesses 10 resolved and 2 required open drainage; 1 of the latter patients improved dramatically on percutaneous drainage. There were 2 deaths, neither of which was related to the procedure.